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Oct 3rd 2004:Miracles Series:Matt 12:22-37 Believing Isn’t Easy

The passage…..looking at…Mtt 12:22-37 emphasises 2 truths….are as true today……


Two truths that you and I need to be powerfully aware of

The most import by far……..IS the Power of the Son of Man over Evil
The other is the stubborn refusal…to accept the truth about Jesus…..despite proof being

right there in front of them

We all know those…..who…once their minds are made up….refuse to change…..even if….

(Like the man……Psychiatrist…..Because he claimed that he was dead )

It is the Pharisees who are the disbelievers…….and we need to realise…..NOT bad people

They believed…called by God…to be the spiritual leaders…alongside the priests

And esp……to uphold their interpretation of the Law…..by example…..BY enforcement

They believed strongly in a coming Messiah
But they could not believe…….that He would have a spiritual pedigree…..less than theirs



& for goodness sakes…….A Carpenter from an obscure village in…..

Neither could they believe that God’s chosen…..would have such a lax attitude to the law…

Or mix with such a rabble of sinners and louts

(Be rather like us voting for someone like a Biker leader…..Christian Democrat ..Senate.? )
We can understand their hesitation………………So could Jesus

But what is strange…is their continual refusal to even attempt to believe….in the light….miracles





And the enthusiastic response of so many people to Him

Luke gives us some idea…..what this was like….in Luke 6:17-19……

In Matt 12:22-23 just one case….THE healing of a demon possessed….is highlighted

And the response of the crowd is astonishment…and the question….Could this be ????

And suddenly we see these Pharisees………..backed into a corner

They couldn’t but acknowledge……..that what Jesus was doing….was more than……

It had to be by some supernatural power

SO For them this was the moment of decision
To acknowledge that He was indeed doing…the things that Isaiah had said……..



OR

To just wipe Him off……with no good reason for doing so…..Unacceptable

So they began to answer the questions by saying…….

It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons…..that this fellow drives out demons

You may well know people like this……….It doesn’t matter what you say about Jesus

They always have an answer…….And the more you pin them down



The more unreasonable that answer becomes

I’m sure Pharisees didn’t realise till Jesus pointed it out……..that by suggesting that the miracles

Performed by Jesus in the power of the HS…….were achieved by the power of Satan


(they were committing a sin that is unforgiveable

The sin of rejecting the convicting touch of the HS

The wonder of God’s Grace is such………That while life remains…..the opportunity

Even for hardened souls like these……..to respond to God the HS………remains


Paul the Apostle……………….tremendous example of this

 It’s also a great encouragement for us to keep praying……for even the most hardened skeptic

The most glorious thing though…….that comes out of this account….is the unveiling of Jesus

(the James Bond fans……..always know…..that the car Q prepares for…..always much more than..)
The Pharisees had at last registered……that there was more to Jesus…..thought at first

Now Jesus explains the extent of His power

You are saying….Jesus said…….That I cast out Satans workers…….By Satan’s power

How ridiculous is that……….That would be suicidal   (Like soldiers shooting….)
So if that explanation for what you see me doing……..is both foolish….



and so obviously incorrect

Then there is only one other possible explanation
That I am driving out…..by the Spirit of God-(Which means…..

THE KINGDOM OF GOD has arrived

I am the Strong man….who has come into the world……Satan’s house…..

And I….JESUS THE CHRIST…..have bound Satan……and will carry off…….

HERE IT IS….That so import truth……We need to hold on to today


THE POWER OF JESUS….THE SON OF…….OVER EVIL

John says in 1John 3:8

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work

And He started to do that….the moment He began to minister

Showing His triumph………..on the cross itself

(Talking to someone who had watched…Passion…..Why didn’t someone stop

Did you note how the face of Jesus was portrayed……Ever out of control? )

Jesus proclaims here….how He came into this world…..Satan’s domain

Defeated and bound him………And rescued all who turn to Him…..from his power

DOES that include you

And if it does…….then the good news is…..whatever evil attacks your life

You can claim the victory over it in the name of Christ





(glasses……)

Satan may still cause some damage…….but can not destroy him….who depends upon 

The mighty One as his Lord and refuge

The one who liveth though He were dead

And is now alive for evermore
